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(fandhijee On Private & State Ownershiy 
_IF PEOPLE DO NOT BEHAVE AS | 


Vg. eS a 


» “We Shall’ ave To Deprive Them | 


[ Of Their Possessions” 


| DANGER OF INCREASE IN POWER OF 
: STATE 


An Interview With Mahatma Gandhi 


BY SJT. NIRMAL KUMAR BOSE 


' On the 9th and 10th November, 1934, we hada fairly long inter- 
view with Mahatma Gandhi at Wardha. The question related to 
fundamental social and political matters, and, therefore, a report 


tthe interview will be both of interest and importance to_ the 
>ublic. The report was sent to Gandhiji for correction, and he 


?ent it back in the following shape for publication:— 
iy 


' Question 1: While working | “Bengal has degenerated into 2a 
ina village, we have found that) ™¢re method of giving a little 
the chief obstacle to any real relief to the villagers, while 

 /it has failed to restore’ the 


improvement in the condition of the 
villagers are twoin number:—(1) 
They have forgotten the art of co- 
operation among themselves or of 
joining hands in order to resist 
any encroachment upon their tari k EF 
rights. (2) They live practically ae ees al Wore eee 
_-enslaved by those who merely . . ‘i of ers q 03 es 
own the land, while doing no work,; C1  POollical education : 


will which alone can bring about, 
any lasting transformation in bavi 
condition. | 

Our question is, should Khadi| 
be merely that sort of humani- 


instrument 


Our 


of the village. 


| 


and control the “money resources 
This slavery, which 
is due partly to outside conditions 
and partly to their own character, 
and our complete neglect to their, 
education, have left the masses 
absolutely devoid of any will of 


_ their own. 


What should be our principal 
object in Khadi-work or other 


forms of village reconstruction? 
in some parts -of | 


- Khadi-work 


experience has been that unless 
the ultimate objective is kept 
clearly in mind, it degenerates | 
easily into a work of no signifi- 
cance. . 

Ans. 1. The two issues of Khadi 
and political organization should 
be kept absolutely separate. There | 
must be no confusion. The aim 
of Khadi is humanitarian; but so 
far as India is concerned, its effect 
is bound to be immensely political. 
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The Salvation "Army wants to 
teach people about God. But 
they come with bread. For the 
poor, bread is their God. Similarly 
we should bring food into the 
mouths of the people through 
Khadi. If we succeed in breaking 
the idleness of the people through 
Khadi, they will begin to listen to 
us. tga soph the Government 
might do, it does leave some food |) =e. A 
forthe villagers. Unless we can non-violent way. —If 
bring food to them, why should the |!" 
people listen to us? When we have (12 local battles ofthe sort you} 
taught them what they can do | describe, then in times of necessity, | 
through their own efforts, then they ;the people all over India will not. 
will want to listen to us. be able to make a common cause 

The trust can best be generated in fight for Swaraj. Before Civil 
throngh Khadi. While working} Disobedience can be practised on 
out Khadi programe, 


should be purely humanitarian, the art of civil or | 
that is economics. We should leave |Cbedience. Our obedience to the | 


the circumstances you quote. Asa 
practical man claiming to be expert 
in non-violent methods, I should 
advise you not to go in for that 
type of work in order to train ‘the 
masses in self consciousness and: 


‘many workers 


different parts of India engage}, 


our aim|'@ vast scale, people must learn |! 
voluntary | 


| 


out all political considerations overnment is through fear; and 
whatsoever. But it is bound to: the reaction ‘against it is either | 2age aa a 
produce important political conse-| violence itselfor that Species of a's ag3 
quences which nobody can||it Which is pg ee le <u si a oie 
prevent and nobody need deplore. | |through Khadi, we teach people the Ae gy) By ew a 
Question 2.—Could we not||art, © civil obedience to an insti- [A Ce S32 
start small battles on — local and| | tution \which they have _ built Fare So Hee 
specific issues against capitalism in| |for themselves. Only when they o9 96 3 
the villages and use them as a have learnt that art, can they ey oe i 
means of strengthening the people| |Successfully disobey om 3 aa gg ap 
or bringing about a sense of co-| | Which they want to destroy in the) © BoQskeS 
operation among them, in prefer-| |208-violent way. That is why 1/53 6952 oa 
ence to the Khadi method? When| Should advixe all workers not to; ™, ae “23 
we have a choice between the two ‘fitter their \fighting strength in: cen s esas 
which should we prefer? If wehave ™@nY -sided battles, but to co mag Best ee 5 2 8 5 
to sacrifice all the work that we ‘rate on peaceful khadi-work © 53'S. S464 8 o 
have built up in the villagésin, © order to Se Se ees ota 
connection with Khadi while fight- the masses into a  condi- via poe 
ing against the money-lender or} ton, necessary for a successful o s=su5 2 xB age 
the landed proprietor, for, say, a] | Practice of non-violent non-co- a Pha | Pat ee. 28 ee os a 
reduction in the rate of interest or] Operation. With their ownexploitaa2 © “ao5 2ES3° 8 0’ 
,|tion, boycott of foreign cloth -¢ Es Ba ig e 8 oO oe 
increase in the share of agricul-||through picketing may easily bez Ba ong °° "UE .2 il 
tural produce, then what shall we/||Violent; through the use of Khadi,3 ¢ 3 Os eee See 
do, provided the latter is more||it is most natural and absolutely 5 _ © 358 S ee Sa. 
liable to evoke self-confidence || 20n-violent. eine tee : oor a 
among the villagers than the khadi|} @-3—Is love or ncn-violence * §8e.a 5 S8fn0 | 
method of organisation? campatible with possession org 54 re gu 68 a 25 3 
Ans. 2. Itisabig proviso you|| exploitation in any shape or form ?-S Pe 2 ED ard erg 
have added at the end of the {If possession and non-violenceh gg" 2 .asedd 
question. I cannot say if fights on |cannot go together, then do ie 2eAgs = 2B 23 = 
the local and specific issues against ;@dvocate the maintenance o1g.A'5-5 SoSes5 3d 
capitalists are more likely to |Private ownership | : of . oy eke So gPaags a 2 
‘generate the kind of determination }°F- . factories _ i we FOS Se BES eo. “25.8 a a 
and courage needed in a non- !unavoidable evil . whic op OR hea oa | 
Res ats , Eo 2 2 Se Ta ee ONE a ec 
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‘and try to act up rs it, ‘cn life on 
earth would be governed far more 
by love than it is . at present. 
Absolute trusteeship is an 
abstraction like Kuclid’s definition 
of a point, and is equally 
unattainable. But if we strive for 
it, we shall be able to go further in 
realizing a state of equality on 
earth than by any other method. 

Q. If you say that private | 


| 


| Fide Molciee: why do you bit up 
| with it? 

A. That is a concession one has 
to make to those who earn money, 
but who would not voluntarily 
use their earnings for the benefit 
of mankind. — 

Q. Why then not 
state ownership in 


have the 


‘possession is incompatible with! 


place of 


on Tinos itl 
I believe it will be justified if it 
uses the minimum of violence. But 
the fear is always there that the 
State may usetoo much violence 
against those who differ from it. I 
‘would be very happy indeed if the 
people concerned behaved as 
trustees; but if they fail, I believe 
we shall have to deprive them of 
their possessions through the State 
with the minimum exercise of 
violence. That is why I said at 
the Round Table Conference that 
every vested interest must be sub- 
jected to scrutiny, and confiscation 


jordered where necessary—with or 
| without compensation as the case 
| demanded. 


What I would personally prefer 


lwould be not a_ centralization of 
|power in the hands of the State, 


but an extension of the sense of 


private praperty and thus minimise | 
violence? | 
A. It is better than private’ 


{trusteeship; as in my opinion the 
violence of private ownership is 
less injurious than the violence of 


SR. 


try to build up a system under; 


‘ownership. But that too is objec- be Cha Bla wewdr OAK fa 
tionable on the ground of violence. nivale Lpanldc : 
Itis my firm conviction if the ; 3 
State suppressed capitalism _ by Q. Then, Sir shall we take it 
violence a will be omen ie the that the fundamental _ difference 
ei cee ane He Ob <a isle an Meo cte is 
* that you believe that men live 
Ace See haan ee more by self-direction or will than 
The individual has = soul, but as by eae ie re a _ 
men live more by _habi an by 
‘the State i - ‘G soulless | machine, it will; that being the reason why you 
tase pte ; strive for self-correction while they 


which men will find it impossible 


onsine e a Big rasa , fe abot to exercise their desire for exploit- 
? 
instance. Supposing an artist| |i8,°thers’ 


A. While admitting that man 
actually lives by habit, I 
hold that it is better for him to 
live by the exercise of will. I also 
believe-that men are capable of 
developing their will to an | 


leaves certain picture to a son who 
does not appreciate their value for 
the nation and sells them or wastes 
them, so thatthe nation stands to 
lose something precious through 
one person’s folly. “you are 
assured that the son would never 
be a trustee inthe sensein which 
you would like'to have him, do | 
FS ot not ede the State would be | 
| val away. those | 


that will reduce exploitation toa 


Support a 
| minimum of State-ownership. 
| 
| 
;minimum. I look upon an increase : 


of the power of the State with 
greatest fear, because, although ~ 


bat apparently. doing good by 


| minimizing exploitation, it does the 
greatest harm to mankind by 
| destroying individuality, which lies 
at the root of all 

know of so many cases where men 
have adopted trusteeship, but none 
where the State has really lived 
‘for the poor. 

 Q. But have not those cases of 
trusteeship which you sometimes 
cite been due to your personal 
influence rather than to anything 
else? Teachers like you come 
| frequently. Would it not be better, 
therefore, to trust to some organi- 
zation to effect the necessary 
changes rather than depend 
upon the casual advent of men like 
yourself ? 

A. Leaving me _ aside, you 
must remember that the influence 
of all great teachers of mankind 
has outlived their lives. In the 
‘teachings of each prophet 
Mohammad; Budha or Jesus, there 


was @ permanent portion and there |' 


was another which was suited to 
‘the needs and requirements of the 
time. | It is only because we try to 


keep up the permanent with the] 
impermanent aspects of their 
teaching that there is so much 


‘distortion in religious practice to- 
day. But that apart, you can see 
that the influence of these men 
had sustained after they have passed 
away. Moreover, what I disapprove 
lof is an organization based on 
force whicha State is. Voluntary 
organization there must be. 

hat then, sir, is 
ideal social order? | 


like 


progress. We}. 


~ 


your | 


A. I believe that every man} 
is born in the world with cer-| 


tain natural tendencies. Every 
person is born with certain definite 
limitations which he cannot over- 
come. - From a careful observation 
of those limitations the law of 


a hit fad a hg bat OF OR 


Varna was deduced. It establishes | 


certain spheres of: 
certain people with certain tenden- 
~avoi 2 alk: i aploree 


- action for } 


Modern Review. | 


pesanitotyss to bp ithe. fruits of 
his labours and on the other it 
prevented him from _ pressing 
upon his neighbours. This great 
law has been degraded and fallen 
into disrepute. But my conviction 
is that an ideal social order will 
only be evolved when the 


implications of this law are fully 


openge ed ae and given effect to. 


Qs Do you not think that in 


ancient India there was much 
| difference in economic status and 


social privileges between the four 


Varnas? 


A. That may be historically 
But misapplication of an 
‘imperfect understanding of the 


true. 


law must not lead to the ignoring 
of the law itself. By constant 
striving we have to enrich the 


inheritance left to us. This law]’ 


determines the duties of man. 


Rights follow from a due perform-|_ 


ance of duties. 

fashion now-a-days 
duties and assert or 
rights. 


Q. Ifyouare so keen 


It. is — the 
to ignore 
rather usurp 


‘means. 
A. Surely the question dees not 


arise. Definition of performance 
of duties rules out violence | 
altogether. Violence | becomes 


imperative when an attempt is made 
to assert rights without reference 
to duties. 


Q. Should we not spabiaes our 
pursuit of Truth to ourselves and 
not to press it upon the world, be- 
cause we know that it is ultimately 
limited in character ?- 


A. You cannot so circumscribe 
truth even if you try. Every’ 
expression of truth has in it the 
seeds of propagation, even -as the 
sun cannot hide its  light.—The 


i i eS 


upon |. 
‘reviving Varnashrama, why do you] 
‘not favour violence as the quickest 
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hes CTRINES. Translated from 
_ the Tibetan by Lama Kazi 
be Dawa-Samdup. Edited by W. Y. 
_ Evans-Wentz. Mustrated. 389 pp. 
_ New York: Oxford University 
Press. $6. 


| Mah: (or Northern)  Bud-| 
}dhism.” On the same authority, 
| “the Mahayana has given system, 


| ical ont tutitty, to Buddhism as a. 
| whole, as Plato did to the Philoso- | 
| phy of Socrates.” 
| However one may receive the | 
| sta tement as to Plato and Socrates, 


there seems to be little reason for 
‘questioning the ce DE of Mr. 


A _ graduate of Stanford University, 
ne went to Oxford, where for a pe- 


oth, 
| a Ae 


he ie twenty-five years since he left 
Ixford to a study of anthropology 
and religion in the field. 

‘This is the last of a series of three 
Eatcty related volumes by the 
‘same editor, but is in itself com- 
plete. The first of the series was 
“Th he Tibetan Book of the Dead” 
3 d the second, “Tibet’s Great Yogi 
pee” All three were trans- 
: m the Tibetan, with the 
of the editor, by Lama Kazi 
Dawa, Samdup, “who died in 1922" 
|The editor was his-pupil in yoga 
; the three years immediately 


E raw YOGA AND este | 


pean language. 


eps E> 


lege and reader in social anthropol- 
ogy, Oxford. Much of the material 
presented is new to the West, only 
short excerpts of the texts having 
previously appeared in any Euro- 
There is an ade- 
| quate index. 
| The value of this addition to an 
/understanding in the West of East- 


| ern thought is considerable. As Mr. 


| clear, there is much misunderstand- 
ing in Europe and America con- 
cerning many of the most central 
doctrines of Buddhism. These mis- 
‘conceptions are not confined to 
\“popularizations,” or the quaint 


learning of the man in the street. 


| ‘The editor’s intention has been to 


make the volume of interest to the 

general reader, quite as much as to 
the scholar. Despite this, it is not 
le book for those who merely wish 
‘to be titillated by a flabby mys- 
ticism. 

By way of amcbaatie the West- 
ern mind of the notion that yoga is 
little more than magic, or a frivo- 
lous toying with the occult, the 
editor describes it as “the applied 
psychology of religion,” and fur- 
ther insists that it is a more com-' 
prehensive and systematized psy- 
chology than exists anywhere in| 
the West. In this connection he, 
calls attention to the fact that Bud- 
_dhism is more than a religion. It 
is a complete living philosophy. 

_ While an effort has been made in 
_the introduction to resolve the doc- 
trines of Buddhism into logic ac- 
ceptable’ to the Western mind, it is 
not wholly successful. It is only 
fair to state, however, that the dif- 
ficulties in the way of logical ac- 
-ceptance are no greater than those 
presented in the writings of such 
men as Eddington, Jeansand White- 
head, who attempt to translate con- 
temporary physics into conceptual 
‘thought. 


‘ bil 


ro iF 


1 the East 


Far from being just another 


book, here one may find the authen- 
tic expression of the spiritual ge- 
-nius of the East, not only in its ab- 
stract form, but in a detailed pres- 


entation of the practical means 
whereby the initiate may attain 


‘the various stages of illumination 


enment. 
Evans-Wentz is at pains to make} 


along the path to ultimate enlight- 
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"Gandhi on Private & State Owne ny - SJT. N.K. Bose 
pe 1, 4,5. (newspaper artic my 
‘The Bacchae of “uripedes" - Gilbert Murray 
{mm ss z \ 
pe 7 (Suri pedes) 
"The Soul as it is" - Giibert Murray 
pe 7,8 (re Gandhi, Hobhouse) 
"For poverty to Francis meant contact with Nature and wit 
H. “llis - Affirmations, essay on St. Francis and others. 
pe 9 
"Mathematical Wmancipations" - C.J. Keyser, The Monist 
pe ll, 12 
"Hcoonomic Security and Business Stability" - D.C. Coyle 
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"God Helps Those" - Fritz Kunkel 
37, (pages noted) 


"Science and Sanity” - Afred Kargyhak1 
pe 64 (pages noted) 
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